The 11th Hour



           Name:______________________   Date:_________

The expression “the eleventh hour” means the last moment when change can happen to avert possible disaster. In the film ‘The 11th Hour’ a variety of world experts explore how humanity has arrived at the current convergence of environmental crises while exploring steps that people can take to avert global disaster.

Part I:
Before watching ‘The 11th Hour’, reflect on your personal views regarding the following points below. Record a few of your thoughts under each heading:

1. climate change/global warming:

2. overpopulation:

3. excessive consumption of resources:

4. biodiversity loss including endangered species:

5. air and water pollution:

6. renewable energy:

7. the need for local community action:
Part II:
   Answer the following questions (in complete sentences):

1. What do you see as our biggest environmental problem? Explain why you believe this is so.



2. Where have you gotten information about environmental issues? Explain how you would resolve these environmental issues.



3. Do you think t.v. shows and news programs present environmental issues clearly and accurately? Explain why you believe the media distorts this information.



4. What actions have you taken to conserve and preserve the earth’s resources?


Part III:    Define the following terms.



1. Climate:

2. Continental Ice Sheet:

3. Convection:

4. Deep Current (Density Current):

5. Ecology:

6. Fossil Fuel:


7. Greenhouse Effect:


8. Hydrocarbon:

9. Ice Age:


10. Nonrenewable Resource:



Part IV:    After viewing ‘The 11th Hour’, answer the following questions:

1. Describe some of the emotions you felt during the film. 


2. Which aspects of the video had the greatest impact on you and why?


3. What information contained in the video was new to you?


4. What topics presented in the film would you like to explore further?


5. Who should see this film and for what purposes?


6. Who might be unreceptive to the ideas in the film and why?

Part V:    Respond to the following statement. What does it mean? Do you agree or disagree? Explain.
A human being is a part of the whole, called by us ‘Universe,’ a part limited in time and space. He experiences himself, his thoughts and feelings as something separated from the rest – a kind of optical delusion of his consciousness. This delusion is a kind of prison for us, restricting us to our personal desires and to affection for a few persons nearest to us. Our task must be to free ourselves from this prison by widening our circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature in its beauty. Nobody is able to achieve this completely, but the striving for such achievement is in itself a part of the liberation and a foundation for inner security. 










– Albert Einstein
